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Due to the dry conditions we’ve experienced this year, nitrate poisoning should be a concern of dairy producers in central Wisconsin.  Signs of nitrate toxicity in cattle are non-specific but include labored breathing, loss of weight and lack of appetite.  The blood of affected animals may be a chocolate brown color.  


Nitrates can accumulate in corn when growth is slow and nitrates are plentiful in the soil.  Long, sustained droughts are not as likely to cause accumulation of nitrates in corn as are brief, intense droughts.  The worst situation is good early rain and growth by the corn followed by dry weather during pollination, resulting in little or no kernel development. 


Also, please be aware that when forages are high in nitrates, deadly silo gas is more likely to form.


Here are some tips to reduce the risk of nitrate poisoning in your herd:


Have the forage analyzed before feeding.  Generally, silage below 1000 ppm nitrate is safe to feed.


  Do not feed green chopped corn silage.  Fermentation reduces nitrate levels up to 50%.


Try to avoid applying high rates of nitrogen via fertilizer or manure to droughty soil.


Minimize plant stress due to deficiencies of phosphorus, potassium or manganese.


Harvesting on bright sunny days reduces the amount of nitrate in the corn plant.


Do NOT harvest for at least 3 days following a soaking rain that comes after a period of dry weather.


Raise the cutter to leave as much stubble in the field.


Dilute high nitrate corn silage with feed grains or hay.
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 Fall Vaccinations





Fall is the perfect time to review and implement vaccination programs for your herd.  Biosecurity is a growing concern in the cattle industry and a vaccination protocol tailored to your farm is a critical component to maximizing productivity and animal health.  We have a wide variety of vaccines available and we can help in designing a plan that fits your farm’s needs.














Inject subcutaneously in the neck and do not give more than 10 cc per injection site.  


Zuprevo is easy to syringe, even in cold weather.  It is safe and well tolerated by cattle when given as instructed and is safe for people as well.  


Cattle intended for human consumption must not be slaughtered within 21 days of treatment. Do not use in female dairy cattle 20 months of age or older or in calves to be processed for veal. A withdrawal period has not been established for this product in pre-ruminating calves.
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 Zuprevo (tildipirosin) antibiotic is a powerful new macrolide that exhibits extended duration in the lungs for the treatment of bovine respiratory disease (BRD) and control of respiratory disease in cattle at high-risk of developing BRD.   Examples of high risk cattle include commingling from multiple sale barns/sources, extended transport times and shrink, exposure to wet or cold weather conditions or wide temperature swings, stressful arrival processing procedures (such as castration, dehorning, or branding), or recent weaning and poor vaccination history. Zuprevo concentrates at the site of the action – in the lungs – for 28 days and in bronchial fluid for 21 days to control BRD caused by Mannheimia haemolytica, Pasteurella multocida and Histophilus somni. Plus, Zuprevo reaches peak plasma concentration in just 45 minutes.


Zuprevo has an easy to calculate dose of 1cc per 100 pounds and is to be used in cattle only.
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In House Mastitis Culturing


Marshfield Veterinary Service will soon offer in house mastitis culturing.  We will be able to differentiate among gram positive and gram negative bacteria, and yeast.  While we will not be offering antibiotic sensitivity testing, we can recommend treatments based upon the organism cultured from the milk.  Results should be available within 24-48 hours.  Please call the office or talk to one of the veterinarians if you have any questions.
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